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CHARTING ABBREVIATIONS

POLICY:
A list of acceptable abbreviations will be used to document in residents’ multidisciplinary notes and shift reports to provide continuity and consistency in charting. No other abbreviations are to be used.

PROCEDURE:
See chart of approved abbreviations.
	ABBREVIATION
	TERM

	abd
	abdominal

	ac
	before meals

	ADL
	Activities daily living

	ad lib
	At pleasure

	AHR
	Apical heart rate

	am
	morning

	amt
	amount

	anat.
	anterior

	ASHD
	Arteriosclerotic heart disease

	bil
	bilateral

	BM
	Bowel movement

	BP
	Blood pressure

	c
	with

	con’t
	Continued

	COPD
	Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

	c/o
	complains of

	CNS
	Central nervous system

	CPR
	Cardio – pulmonary resuscitation

	CHF
	Congestive heart failure

	C & S
	Culture and sensitivity

	CVA
	Cerebral vascular accident

	ABBREVIATION
	TERM

	CBC
	Complete blood count

	CXR
	Chest X-ray

	DAT
	Diet as tolerated

	Dr.
	Doctor

	DNR
	Do not resuscitate

	drsg
	dressing

	EENT
	Ear, eye, nose, and throat

	EEG
	Electroencephalagram

	ER
	Emergency

	GU
	Genito urinary

	GI
	gastrointestinal

	GN
	Graduate nurse

	hr or h
	hour

	Hx
	History

	HNV
	Has not voided

	ht
	height

	hs
	bedtime

	I & O
	Intake and output

	IHD
	Ischemic heart disease

	irreg
	irregular

	IVP
	Intravenous pyelogram

	IDDM
	Insulin Dependent Diabetes Mellitus

	I & D
	Incision and drainage

	ABBREVIATION
	TERM

	inf
	inferior

	irrig
	irrigate

	ICU
	Intensive Care Unit

	IVC
	Intravenous cholangiogram

	L
	left

	Lab
	Laboratory

	LUQ
	Left upper quadrant

	LLQ
	Lower left quadrant

	LOC
	Loss of consciousness

	lg
	large

	mod
	Moderate

	MedSurg
	Medical Surgical

	MI
	Myocardial infarction

	Neg
	negative

	NSAID
	Nonsteroidal Anti-inflammatory Drug

	NPO
	Nothing by mouth

	n/v
	Nausea and vomiting

	NIDDM
	Non-insulin Dependent Diabetes Mellitus

	NG Tube
	Naso-gastric tube

	Nsg or Nrsg
	Nursing

	OD
	daily

	os
	mouth

	OP
	Outpatient

	OR
	Operating Room

	OT
	Occupational Therapy

	Pap
	Papanicolau (smear)

	peri
	perineal

	pm
	evening

	P.M.
	Postmortem

	PEARL
	Pupils equal and reactive to light

	PID
	Pelvic inflammatory disease

	prep
	Preparation

	post
	posterior

	Psych
	Psychotherapy

	Physio
	Physiotherapy

	qs
	quantity sufficient

	q
	every

	qd
	Every day

	ABBREVIATION
	TERM

	Rehab
	rehabilitation

	RCP
	Resident Care Plan

	R
	right

	Rx
	Treatment or prescription

	RAfactor or RAF
	Rheumatoid arthritis factor

	RLQ
	Right lower quadrant

	R/O
	Re-order

	ROM
	Range of motion

	RUQ
	Right upper quadrant

	Resp or R
	Respiration

	Reg.N. or RN
	Registered Nurse

	Rh
	Rhesus factor

	RPN
	Registered Practical Nurse

	s
	without

	sm
	small

	sob
	Short of breath

	sang
	sanguinous

	sol’n
	solution

	spec
	specimen

	stat
	at once

	Strep
	streptococcus

	staph
	staphylococcus

	supp.
	suppository

	tab
	tablet

	tid
	three times daily

	TO
	Telephone order

	TIA
	Transient ischemic attack

	TBA
	To be absorbed

	TPR
	Temperature, pulse, and respiration

	TUR
	Transurethral resection

	TLC
	Tender loving care

	vdg
	voiding

	VO
	Verbal order

	VSA
	Vital signs absent

	VAG
	Vaginal

	VE
	Vaginal examination

	VS
	Vital signs

	wt
	weight


Symbols

	–
	Negative

	#
	Number or fracture

	%
	Percent

	º
	Degree

	=
	Equal

	
+
	Positive


	<
	Less than

	>
	Greater than

	x
	Times

	(
	Increased

	(
	Decreased


Elements

Please note: All chemical elements have universally acceptable abbreviations.

This list includes only the more commonly used.

	AgNO3
	Silver Nitrate

	Ba
	Barium

	Ca
	Calcium

	CO
	Carbon Monoxide

	Co2
	Carbon Dioxide

	Cl
	Chloride

	Fe
	Iron

	Hg
	Mercury

	H2O
	Water

	K
	Potassium

	KCl
	Potassium Chloride

	N
	Nitrogen

	Na
	Sodium

	NaHCO3
	Sodium Bicarbonate

	O2
	Oxygen

	P
	Phosphorus

	Ra
	Radium

	HCl
	Hydrochloric Acid


Pharmaceutical Abbreviations
To be used only in relationship to pharmaceutical abbreviations.

	ASA
	Aspirin

	cc
	cubic centimetres

	cm
	centimetre

	ECT
	Enteric coated tablet

	g
	gram

	IU
	International Unit

	l
	litre

	IM
	Intramuscular 

	Kg
	Kilogram 

	mcg
	Microgram(s)

	ml
	Millilitre(s)

	sc
	subcutaneous

	aa
	Of each

	ad lib
	At pleasure

	ac
	Before meals

	amp
	Ampule

	BID
	Twice daily

	caps
	capsule

	c
	with

	gtt
	drops

	hs
	bedtime

	lot
	lotion

	liq
	liquid, solution

	lin
	liniment

	mitte
	send

	ne rep, non rep
	Do not repeat

	nocte
	night

	o.d.
	In right eye

	o.s.
	In left eye

	ou
	each eye

	prn
	as required

	pc
	after meals

	pr
	per rectum

	po
	per os by month

	qid
	four times daily

	q2h
	every two hours

	qd
	every day

	qlh
	every hour

	ss
	one half

	syr
	syrup

	Tinct. Tr.
	Tincture

	ung
	ointment


